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prove especially useful. One might take exception however, to 
the statement that "strophanthus has proved unreliable and should 
not be used” in the treatment of myocardial degeneration (page 
166). Still more strenuously do we disagree with the opinion that 
"thus far no accurate means of measuring the several factors (of 
the heart’s function, i. e., rhythmicity, irritability, conductivity, 
etc.) has yet been found.” Instead of thinking that “the many 
methods which have been suggested from time to time, all fall 
short of any great degree of accuracy,” we hold that the increased 
scientific accuracy in measuring many of these very factors has led 
to the greatest advance in our knowledge of heart disease for at 
least the past quarter century. E. B. If. 


Hygiene of Sanitation, A Text-book fob Nuhses. By 
George M. Price, M. D. Pp. 236. Philadelphia: Lea & 
Febiger, 1913. 

The author states in his preface that this book is an attempt 
to give to the nurse a knowledge of the elements of hygiene in its 
various branches. He might well have made this statement more 
comprehensive, for the book, written in elementary manner, could 
be readily comprehended by the layman and read with much profit. 
It contains masses of information that could be used every day 
by those interested in the proper hygiene of the home, of the person, 
of the school, of the food supply, or of the various occupations. 
The author has made the apparent scope of his book too small; 
he might well have broadened it and dedicated the book to the 
general public. It is one of the few text-books intended for 
nurses that adequately meets the requirements and should prove 
a welcome aid' to those in charge of the instruction of nurses. , 

J. II. M., Jn. 


The Practitioner’s Encyclopedia of Medicine and Sur¬ 
gery in all Their Branches. By J. Keogh Murphy, M.C. 
(Cantab.), F.U.C.S. Pp. 1423; London: Henry Frowde, 
Oxford University Press. 

An encyclopedia of this kind, coming as it docs between the 
brief medical and surgical summaries on the one hand and the 
systems of medicine and surgery on the other, is well conceived. 

It is surprising that in the comparatively brief compass of some 
1400 pages such a multitude of subjects has been so satisfactorily 
covered. 
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REVIEWS 


It is presented as a book for the general practitioner who in his 
work is called upon to give advice in conditions which, in the course 
of years, will cover the whole domain of medicine and surgery. 
For the physician whose lot falls away from the medical centres 
this book will prove an especial boon and will in part compensate 
him for the lack of broadening and stimulating influence of the. 
general and special medical societies, with their rendy access to 
medical libraries and current medical literature. 

The division of the matter into the main headings of medicine, 
surgery, eye, ear, nose, throat, and skin, is a natural one and much 
more acceptable for general and special reading than the oft used 
alphabetical arrangement. 

As an actual working tool, in the hands of a practioner who has 
no further access to medical knowledge, it has suffered from the 
necessary condensation imposed on the writers. 

As a general medical educator, this book should prove invaluable 
in the hands of those who might otherwise fail to keep abreast of 
the landmarks in medical progress. It also offers to the practi¬ 
tioner an opportunity to keep his general knowledge in a well 
rounded form. A. A. H. 


What Heart Patients Should Know and Do. By James 

IIeniiv Honan, M.D., Special Lecturer on Cardio-vascular 

Disease in the Univ. of Georgia, etc.; pp. 204. New York: 

Dodd, Mead & Co., 1913. 

The object of this book, in the words of the author’s preface, 
is to give encouragement and hope to those who know they have 
heart trouble, to urge those who are suspicious of its presence, 
to seek advice in time; to help, if possible, both these clnsses of 
persons to make the most of their lives with the limitations which 
deviation from the normal imposes. To this end the first half of 
volume, and to the reviewer’s mind much the more valuable half, 
is devoted to hygienic considerations, ndnpted especially to heart 
patients, under such capitals as relaxation, clothing, exercise, 
diet, sleep, etc. In the latter half, hnving presumably obtained 
the interest of the reader, the dryer and more technical anatomical 
and pathological details are considered. Emphasis is laid through¬ 
out on the fact that “this book is in no sense to be a substitute for 
the physician, nor a promise of health to all who read its pages.” 

The advisability of offering such a book to the lay public is in 
itself open to criticism. 

Given the need for such advice in printed form, the recommenda¬ 
tions are excellent. 

Objection might be taken to a few details: the laity do not gener- 




